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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:

247

Name(s) of African providing account:

Fahbrona = Fabron = Robert

Date account recorded:

1838

Date account first published:

1838

Date of entry creation:

23 September 2021

Source:
Her testimony as translated by Margaret Lambert (a “Portuguese-Kanga”) printed
within news story headlined “Unexampled Horrors of the Slave Trade in 1838” on the first page
(i.e. 177), col. 2, in the newspaper The British Emancipator, no. 31. London: Central Negro
Emancipation Committee, 1838.
Comments:

None

Text of Account:
“5th. Robert, country name Fahbrona, or Fabron, a captured slave, now apprenticed to M. Da
Costas, about 11 or 12 years old, and very intelligent. Questioned by Robinson. Was running
about the ship, not confined. He saw a yellow-black-man killed. They tied his two hands; tied his
two feet (stretched out). They take a sail, hunt it up to cover them face, so they can’t see. They,
the boys, peeped. The Spaniards took a big knife; cut his throat; cut off his head; cut off his
hands and feet; and threw them in the sea. They took out the guts and washed them. They cut the
body up in pieces, and put it in a cask with salt; and, like to-morrow, they took some of it out of
the cask, and cooked, and gave it to them with rice. For them cook-pot was no for the Spaniard’s
cook-pot. They boiled the somebody’s flesh in the negro pot; his eye see it. He saw the heart and
liver thrown away in the sea; he saw it; the tripe he didn’t see what became of. He saw
somebody’s meat given the people, but the Spaniards did not eat any of it. When they killed the
second hog, he saw them throw hot-water upon it; they salted and hung it up; no put it in the
cask; they didn’t give any of it to the slaves. No put hot-water over the man. The Spaniards threw
over large hooks and got great fish, which they eat; they wouldn’t give any to the slaves. He eat
some of the somebody’s meat. The first hog was killed just when they left the Guinea coast. The
second hog was killed before the man of war come and take them; they killed the hog in the
morning; same dinner time man of war took them. The hog was running about the ship alive
when the man was killed. He saw it with his eye. He saw the man dead there; and the hog alive
there (pointing on each side of him). He saw some fowls in the coop, about twenty, two time ten
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(counting on his fingers with the interpreter), on the same day the man was killed. He saw the
twenty fowl, the hog alive, and the man lying killed the same day. He can’t tell but what he saw
in him own head. He saw no more man killed. The same day they sent somebody’s-meat down to
the slaves; the Spaniards caught one big fish, and eat it that same day. There was no day they
didn’t catch fish; every day they catch them; but never give the slaves any. – End of 1st day’s
examination.”
(See facsimiles below.)
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